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Issues we have identified

● Place
● Affordances
● Non-lethal violence
● Lethal violence
● Policy



Place
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Place: Pittsburgh

● Education
● Connectivity
● Geography

We need to know:
● who is specifically affected in the community
● key informants
● what the locals want, what is their perspective
● how people are relating to others in the community 

(points of interaction, depth, access, share)



Affordances of Firearms
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Affordances of Firearms

● the gun is not a neutral object, when we see the gun we 
imagine all of the action possibilities that the gun has.

● separatist thought ("guns don't kill people...") doesn't 
hold.

● phenomena of "gun-with-human" which turns us into 
some hybrid monster. 

● guns have agency because they are waiting for the 
human to use it. 

● objects script our actions 



More Affordances

● Guns live in an ecosystem 
● Guns as an object have been designed to kill so what 

constitutes a real "gun accident"?
● "black boxing" of guns which allows for them to become 

something that is normalized in our culture.
● Firearms live in a continuum of fear, anger, pleasure, 

and necessity.



Non-lethal 
Violence
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Non-Lethal Gun Violence

● guns used for threats/terror - inner city young males
● children at risk
● rape, assault, domestic abuse, robbery
● mother to child impact
● gun - power differentials - motivation for gun ownership 
● under-reported
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Lethal Gun Violence

● children are disproportionately affected
● huge expenditures in healthcare
● leading cause of death for adolescents
● kids killing other kids
● homicides and suicides
● more often/successful with gun in the home
● accidents



Policy



Policy

● little to no regulation on manufacturing and sale of guns 
whose responsibility is it to regulate? (state v. federal)

● child access protection laws
● does policy contribute to the decrease in the number of 

guns? (high gun v. low gun states)
● are there gun buy-back programs anywhere/in 

Pittsburgh?
● chain of influence and power of lobbying orgs (i.e. NRA)
● communication policy across the country




