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	Text Field 3: This chapter describes the current gun policies that exist in the United States. Hemenway clarifies the language of the Second Amendment, which which many believe guarantees them the individual right to bear arms but that in fact refers to a state's rights to bear arms and raise a militia. This clarification is important because it shows the legality of gun regulations. The courts hold that the Constitution in no way prohibits gun regulations from being enacted.

Research into the public's opinion regarding gun regulation and policies shows that the public, gun owners included, consistently state that they support increased regulation on guns. They also support many of the proposed policies (such as background checks and required gun safety courses) with the exception of an outright ban on handguns and long guns.

It is difficult to predict the results of proposed regulations because of insufficient funding or research into this area. This is made more difficult by the unpredictably of crime, which fluctuates and is effected by a variety of factors. However, the information that does exist suggests that such policies could effectively decrease the number of gun-related suicides and accidental fatalities.
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	Text Field 12: "Most Americans and even most gun owners favor more government control over firearms...the results are amazingly consistent year after year" pg. 161

"According to the courts, the Second Amendment does not provide an individual right to own a gun, and, most important, there is no constitutional barrier to reasonable gun policies in the United States" pg. 173-4


