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Hemenway introduces the public health approach and its relation

2004 to gun violence in America. The public health approach is a
proactive and pragmatic method of injury prevention. By looking
at gun violence as a public health issue, we can begin to see
opportunities for prevention of gun violence before it happens. A

6 success for public health means that there is both sound science
as well as political and social support for initiatives. Two frameworks
Private Guns, Public Health for thinking about injury prevention are infroduced - the Haddon

Matrix and a list of methods of preventing injuries (based on
Haddon's ten control strategies).

"By contrast, the goal of public health is neither to determine fault
nor to punish perpetrators. Instead, public health focuses directly
on prevention--eliminating the problem before something bad
happens." pg. 9

"Preventing gun violence requires not only individual (e.g.,
parental) accountability but also collective responsibility." pg. 9
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