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Private Guns, Public Health

"The ACLU's Policy 47 States, 'The ACLU agrees with the Supreme
Court's long-standing interpretation of the Second Amendment
that the individual's right to bear arms applies only to the
preservation or efficiency of a well-regulated militia. Except for
lawful police and military purposes, the possession of weapons by
individuals is not constitutionally protected." pg. 159

"...90 percent of respondents supported background checks at
gun shows, 79 percent favored mandatory trigger locks, 75
percent favored registration of handgun owners, and 66 percent

favored a ban on Internet gun sales. Maijorities favor such policies,

even among men, Republicans, and gun owners." pg. 164

This chapter focuses on the policy behind guns in America. The first
half discusses the Second Amendment, which is often at the
forefront of pro-gun arguments. The interpretation commonly held
is that the Second Amendment gives citizens the right to bear
arms, but it actually is more focused on the relationship between
the federal and state governments. The second half discusses
public opinion regarding policies about guns. Americans support
nearly every measure that is strict on guns, except actually
banning guns.
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