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Flynn et al. study differences in perception of risk in difference

1994 demographic groups. They asked people to evaluate the risk of
several different environmental hazards. The findings indicate that
women perceived the risk of the hazards to be higher than men
do, and that minority men and women perceive more risk that

7 white men and women. Interestingly, the difference in risk
perception between white men and white women was bigger
Journal Article than the gap between minority men and minority women. Flynn et

al. speculate that this could be because white males are typically
in positions of power in today's society, and perhaps that they feel
that they can control their surroundings more (called the white

male effect).
"Perhaps white males see less risk in the world because they

create, manage, control, and benefit from so much of it. Perhaps
women and nonwhite men see the world as more dangerous
because they benefit less from many of its technologies and
institutions, and because they have less power and control."
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