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"Canada, Australia, and New Zealand all have many guns, though
not nearly as many handguns as the United States. The key
difference is that other countries do a much better job at
regulating their guns." (Hemenway, 2.)

"Their experience also shows that it is possible to live in a society
with many guns yet one in which relatively few crimes are
committed with guns." (Hemenway, 3.)

Key points from this first chapter are:

-What distinguishes the United States from other developed
countries and developed "frontier" countries is our high rate of
lethal violence. (p. 2)

-The Unites States has a much higher suicide and homicide rate
almost entirely because of gun death rates. (p.3)

-Guns not only cause death, but are the second leading cause of
spinal cord injury and lead to other fraumatic injuries including
post-traumatic stress. (p.4.)

-Gun injuries are the leading cause of uninsured hospital stays in
the Unites States (p.4.)

-The firearm is something ingrained in American history and the
archetypes of citizen-soldier and cowboy-lawman still exist foday.
(p.5.)

-Variables that contribute to gun ownership are geographical
region, income, political affiliation, gun ownership by parents, and
gender. (p.6.)
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""Their experience also shows that it is possible to live in a society with many guns yet one in which relatively few crimes are committed with guns." (Hemenway, 3.)



