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"While the medical and criminal justice communities deal with
identifiable people in identifiable ways, the benefits of public
health inferventions usually involve only statistical lives. For
example, a woman with appendicitis knows she is sick and is
grateful to the medical providers who freat her. A victim of
violence gains some satisfaction when the individual perpetrator is
brought to justice. But the consumer who does not get poisoned
because of unsafe products are kept off the market does not
even know that her life has been saved as a result of the public
health community." (Hemenway, 10.)

Key points from Chapter 2 would be:

-Tthe previous paradigm to understand firearm casualties was that
gun assaults were seen as a criminal justice problem, gun suicides
were seen as a mental health problem, and unintentional gunshot
wounds were a safety issue. Only recently is it now understood that
these are actually all public health issues. (p.8.)

-Public health focuses on prevention, and the goal is to eliminate
the problem before something bad happens. (p.9.)

- That there is a scientific basis of injury control. (p.10.)

-More than half of American who die before the age of 40 die from
injuries rather than disease, and therefore injury prevention is
definitely a public health priority. (p.10-11.)

-Examples of public health making great strides with policy change
leading to better quality of life for the American public would be in
the automobile industry and in the "Great Sanitary Awakening."
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